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July 29 - August 9
School Workshop program available to

all schools in the SOUTH WEST ARTS
REGION. Outback Theatre can come to
your school to assist with characterization,
direction, music of your school production.
Contact Chris Pidd Outback Theatre 
Tel 02 6993 1715.

July 31 - September 1
Journey of Life, Fran Tomlin

celebrates the joys and struggles of life; Well
Preserved with Moorley Grainger is an
installation of machine stitched bottles of
fruit; + KidzArt, Primary & Junior High
school students interpret their environment.
LISMORE Regional Art Gallery.

July - August
NAIDOC Week Exhibition in

association with the National Aboriginal and
Islander Day of celebration. TAMWORTH
City Gallery. Tel 02 6755 4459

August 3
Southern Cross Soloists performs a

large repertoire across a range of musical
genres, from Baroque to Gershwin and
Coward at Christ Church Cathedral. Pro
Musica GRAFTON Tel 02 6644 6066.

July – August

PRODUCING AND PROVIDING ART IN REGIONAL NSW HAS ITS
challenges — such as changing the perception of the arts as being
decorative or entertaining periphery to the recognition of it as
fundamental to the infrastructure of communities. Goulburn
Regional Art Gallery has long sought to do this in the Southern
Tablelands.  One way has been through curating exhibitions of 
works that respond to the region and develop regional identity.

However, these exhibitions have tended to focus more on the 

visual environment — both natural and constructed — than on the

communities living in the region, on regional cultural identity.

To begin exploring this cultural identity, Goulburn Regional Art

Gallery and Southern Tablelands Arts (STARTS) are delving more

into issues that effect regional communities by curating Regional

Dilemmas, an exhibition of 12 of its regional artists examining the

dilemmas that their communities face. Presented in the Gallery

from 20 April to 18 May, the show is currently touring the Southern

Tablelands and ACT region from June 2002, and may extend into

other regions in 2003. 

Public forums will be held 

in conjunction with the 

tour, to discuss regional 

dilemmas, and engage

communities in both their 

dilemmas and the artworks 

that address them. 

Reflecting regional 

practice, Regional 

Dilemmas incorporates a 

range of media, including 

painting, photography, 

textiles, metal and 

construction. Each artist’s 

work is based on a 

particular dilemma which

exists both in this and other regions, and explores all aspects of it —

as many dilemmas have multiple ‘horns’.

To avoid alienating audiences, the exhibition brief insisted that

works not ‘take sides’ but address opposing viewpoints. Thus, the

exhibition will engage viewers in discussion about the dilemmas

that divide them, yet, conversely, unite them as community

members come together to negotiate solutions.

Often these dilemmas are about the environment/development

debate. In the works of Sebastian Meijbaum and Janette Hanrahan,

the necessary evil of transport is addressed. While improved access

brings growth, tourism and industry to regional areas, it can

degrade the environment, whether through the quagmire of the

transport system itself, or through the encroachment of residential

and industrial estates on the natural or rural environment — the

same environment that attracted people in the first place. Then

there is the heritage dilemma posed by Jennie Robbie: the built

heritage diminished the natural, resulting in their segregation into

mutually exclusive pockets.

Rural dilemmas abound. Susan Ducksbury and Margie Fitzpatrick

consider the impact of the all-important farming industry on the

health of river systems, and the health of the water itself. Diana

Boyer addresses the complex dilemma of using genetically modified

crops to promote more economically viable farming practices but

with known and unknown environmental hazards. Jan Green’s 

dilemma concerns serrated tussock and the ongoing cost in time

and money to eradicate it versus the loss of production and cost 

to the environment in letting it be. A related dilemma is posed 

by Gayle McGuiness: the cruel and environmentally unfriendly

eradication of the introduced rabbit.

There are personal dilemmas. For Kirstie Chalker, it is the necessity

of having to sell off blocks of the family farm to sustain the family or

even the existence of the farm itself, especially when the family unit

is broken by divorce. Bill Dorman considers the negative impact of a

fast food chain on local cafes, alongside its providing much-needed

accommodation for relatives of country children hospitalised in

Sydney. Merrie Hamilton's art practice is inspired by and derived

from living in the region, but she needs a metropolitan market.

Finally, Rick Ball sees dilemmas as an essentially human condition.

Our communities have created our regional dilemmas; they are

fundamental to our community culture. It is hoped Regional 

Dilemmas will help define the latter as it stimulates dialogues 

about how to resolve the former. 

Communities interested in hosting the exhibition should contact
Goulburn Regional Art Gallery Tel 02 4823 4443
Email jennifer.lamb@goulburn.nsw.gov.au or 
STARTS Tel 02 4823 4407 Email regionalarts@starts.com.au

Photo: Serrated Tussock (2002), lith print, 27cm x 17.5cm, by Jan Green

Regional dilemmasA show that doesn’t take sides
by JENNIFER LAMB
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