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22 — 25 January
Film Trac: The Gleaners and I Directed

by Agnes Varda. Contact Two Rivers Arts
Council GUNNEDAH Tel 02 67402266

26 January 
Australia Day Movies Special

Australian movies screening throughout the
day. Lithgow Valley Movie Club, 16 Main
Street, LITHGOW. 
Contact Ross Tel 02 6353 1897

26 January
Aussie Battlers: Australia Day Hip Hop

Event Now in its 3rd year and featuring
events and competitions for breakdancers,
DJs and MCs. LISMORE
Contact Emma Tel 02 6622 3279 
Email emma@norpa.org.au

28 January — 1 February
Howlfest Women’s arts festival

featuring live music, workshops, films,
theatre, dance spoken word and art by
women in the NEWCASTLE area. 
Contact Lisa Tel 02 4929 2476

January

WELL, TWELVE MONTHS LATER, IT'S HAPPENED.  IN SITE OUT.
A temporary and ephemeral art event/exhibition held at the Orange
Botanic Gardens from November 2—16. 

A project team of artists, arts workers and interested arts

supporters met over many months to plan the event. Artists

within the central west region were invited to submit an

expression of interest for up to two works to be installed or

situated in the gardens. Highly respected Australian art curator

and landscape architect Gavin Wilson was invited to take on the

curator’s position and to plan the installation of exhibits within

the gardens. Of the 46 entries received from across the region, 

twenty eight were finally selected.

With the emergence of spring and the easing of the drought 

an opportune moment presented itself to launch In Site Out 

at the Orange Botanic Gardens. Since the garden’s inception 

in 1988, the original plantings have reached a mature, satisfying

stage.  As an alternative venue site for exhibiting artworks, 

the gardens presented an interesting challenge for the artists

involved, as well as the guest curator. 

This inaugural exhibition in the botanic gardens was, in many

ways, a recognition of the range and quality of artistic practice 

in the central west. Important contributions were made by 

a number of the region’s leading artists including Gabriella

Hegyes, Ian Marr, Ken Hutchinson, Denis Allard and Mary

Douglas.  Exhibited along with these artists were works by 

their emerging colleagues, that displayed a high level of

commitment to the ideals of contemporary practice. 

The success of the In Site Out project will largely be judged on

the level of engagement achieved by the convergence of people,

environment and art. Many of us have experienced the annual 

Sculpture by the Sea show on the Bondi/Tamarama walkway, 

and enjoyed the often surprising responses artists bring 

to a familiar site. Having the additional element of an artwork 

in a landscape setting can trigger a number of emotive responses

that enhances the experience of moving leisurely through 

a space. 

In its own reflective way, the In Site Out exhibition enhanced 

the experience of wandering through the varying landscapes 

of the Orange Botanic Gardens. More importantly, it gave Central

West artists a chance to work outside the square, to try something

brave and new. 

A seed was sown last
year during an artists’

forum at the Brave New
Arts Festival in Orange: 

Why don’t we stage 
an outdoor event? 

An event that would allow

artists to engage with the

environment in any medium?

Break through the gallery walls

and see what happens?

by GAVIN WILSON & MARGARET HOGAN
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"Garden Beds"  by Gabriella Hegyes
Found objects, timber, steel, straw, plaster & paint
90cm x 90cm x 190cm (each bed)

Top: "View to Life: A Life to View"  by Judith Carter
Eucalyptus gum supports with woven willow walls
110cm x 50cm to 150cm x 90cm
Right: "Life,Still"  by Lise Edwards & Margaret Ling,
Clay. 

Brave new
woods


