
Do you have a project 
that needs funding?
Ways of  identifying 
and securing funds 

are limited only 
by your imagination.

Don’t restrict your thinking regarding

funding sources... even to the point

where if you can’t find a funding source

for an important initiative you should

perhaps consider recommending the

development of a new fund!

by JACK RITCHIE, RADO

18 - 20 April 
Wildlife Exhibition BATEMANS BAY

Art & Craft Society. Tel 02 4472 6690

Exhibition & sale of the Millhouse
Artists, Civic Centre, ULLADULLA, 9.30-4.30
daily  

18 - 27 April 
Jean Speaks art by Jean Spokes,

GLOUCESTER Gallery, Denison Street 
Fri-Sun 10-4 Tel 0265 583157

18 April - 25 May 
Images of Australian Men,

photographs from the Monash Gallery of Art
collection, abstract interpretations and more
iconic representations of the Aussie bloke.
ALBURY Regional Art Gallery 
Tel 02 6051 3480

22 - 24 April 
Morris Gleitzman’s Worry Warts, IPAC,

WOLLONGONG Tel 02 4226 3366 Website
www.ipac.org.au

22 April - 31 May
TAREE & District Eisteddfod, Manning

Ent Ct. Contact M Rodgers Tel 02 6552 3776.
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Finding the funding
New ways of uncovering a grantIN MY EARLY DAYS AS A RADO IN 1997, I WAS FORTUNATE TO DO 

a workshop with Scott Rankin (director BIG hART) at a conference
focussed on youth issues, where the group was asked to develop 
an arts based project that responded to one of government and
commercial tenders available.  After vigorous debate our group
developed an arts based project for a taxation office tender
addressing a tax workers’ counselling service for $1.8 million.  
I believe that had we submitted the tender we would have been
successful; many artists would have been employed and the
outcomes achieved. This workshop provided a timely insight into
funding possibilities.

Arts North West now receives over 75% of our funding from 

non-arts funding sources and this still has enormous potential 

to expand — we can’t currently capitalise on all the opportunities

out there. Some examples are BIG hART’s Hurt and Addictive

Behaviours projects, and the Archie/Ruby project.

The wonderful thing about synchronicity is that in late 1998, 

Arts North West was able to secure funding from non-arts sources

(Casino Community Benefit Fund) to bring BIG hART to the New

England and North West.  The NSW Ministry for the Arts also

contributed to that project which led to the creation of Hurt -—

an arts-based violence prevention program.  Five years later, we are

still working with BIG hART and BIG hART legacy projects in the

region. We have been successful in securing further funding from

the Casino Community Benefit Fund and other sources including

the Office of Women and confiscated funds to name a few.

The BIG hART regional co-ordinator position is funded by the NSW

Ministry for the Arts, the Motor Accident Authority and the Office

of Young People and Children.  Other projects are funded from

sources as diverse as the The Departments of Family & Community

Services, Aboriginal Affairs, Urban Planning and Housing. 

How do you find them?  Apart from information circulated via

newsletters and the Regional Arts NSW E-bulletin, we also utilise

Saturday’s Sydney Morning Herald, which includes advertisements

for all major state-based and sometimes federal funding programs.

It is definitely worth clipping this material and applying it where

practical to regional initiatives. Don’t be restricted in thinking that

the arts don’t fit in regard to a variety of other social economic

and environmental considerations.

Steps to consider
When an organisation invites funding submissions it will generally

have specific selection criteria it wants addressed. Your

application should directly respond to each of these items.  

If you can do this you should immediately go through the first

stage. A good way to do this is to list them as questions and ensure

that you provide an answer for each.  The organisation may also

have broader strategic objectives eg., government policy, 

or corporate mission vision. If your project also responds to these

directly or indirectly a second hurdle is leapt.  It is important 

to be in contact with key people in the organisation or those 

who are directly related. Developing effective communication 

and getting guidance on the application is also extremely useful.

This can lead to ongoing relationships with the funding bodies,

developing an effective team approach.

There is always a way. If not via funding, sponsors can be

targeted. Entrepreneurial activities can also generate additional

income for projects and new initiatives.  It really is only limited 

by your imagination. And arts funding doesn’t always have to be

small grants. The Dept of Family and Community Services’

Stronger Families Better Communities is a multi-million dollar

national program that is accessible for arts-based initiatives.  NSW

programs consistent with community building are also accessible.

The arts has a very important role to play within communities and

can be utilised in areas such as health, education, roads, urban

planning environment, economic development, social welfare,

and of course the more traditional forms. 


