
April
11 - 13 April

The Vagina Monologues, rehearsed
reading by community members and Lieder
Theatre Company in the Lieder Theatre foyer
theatrette, GOULBURN. For bookings
contact Lieder Theatre Company 
Tel 02 4821 5066

11 - 21 April
Tumut Arts, Photography & Craft

Exhibition — traditional, local and water
colour painting and wood work. Contact Val
Madigan, TUMUT Art Society 
Tel 02 6947 2694.

11 - 27 April
Textile & Needlecraft Show /

Travelling Exhib NSW Embroiderer’s Guild,
Raglan Gallery, COOMA Tel 02 6452 3377.

12 April 
Heritage Walkabout, TAMWORTH

Contact Historical Society Tel 02 6765 7492

12 -13 April
Bermagui Arts Action Outreach

presents a Collograph workshop at the 
BEGA Regional Gallery Tel 02 6499 2187
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14 THE DEVELOPMENTS IN HILL END FORM PART OF A REVIVAL IN THE
popularity and success of cinema in regional NSW, which has been
supported and encouraged since 1998 by the New South Wales Film
and Television Office (FTO). Since coordinating the first Regional
Cinema Conference in Sydney that year, the FTO has been working
with representatives of regional communities of NSW to support,
assist and facilitate the development of volunteer cinemas, film
groups and societies, and other screening activities.

In an attempt to gauge the growth and spread of cinema activities

across the state, the FTO conducted a Regional Cinema Survey 

in 2002, circulating over 500 survey forms to Councils, arts

councils, arts and cultural organisations and regional film groups.

The survey is a follow-up to a previous survey carried out by the

NSW Local Governments and Shires Association in 1996, which

found that 50% of towns in NSW did not have access to cinema.

Responses to the survey indicated that 65% of towns with 

a population greater than 1,000 now have an operational cinema

(whether part of a cinema chain, an independent operation or 

a community cinema).  A further 16% of towns of this size, while

without a cinema in town, are within 40 kilometres of the nearest

commercial or community cinema.  Even a number of the

communities who fell outside this reasonable access zone have

been organising alternative film or cinema activities — occasional

outdoor screenings, dive-in movies at the local pool, and annual

exhibitions of touring programs or festivals.

Furthermore, a population of less than 1,000 certainly doesn’t

preclude a community from enjoying the unique experience 

of cinema.  In addition to Hill End, residents of Nundle, Bonalbo,

Tabulan, Ewingar, Trundle, Drake, Gulargambone, and Denman

have also been gathering on a regular basis, drawn by the smell 

of popcorn and choc tops and the flicker of the moving image.

This growth suggests that Australia’s continuing passion for film,

and the FTO’s various initiatives and programs, are contributing 

to a healthy revival of cinema and screenings in regional areas.

What has become clear about the revival of cinema in regional

NSW is that access to cinema and movies provides communities

with more than just Friday night entertainment — although in some

towns, especially where entertainment options for young people

are limited, this would suffice.  Going to the movies has created 

a much-needed opportunity for social interaction in communities

affected by drought, the rural economic downturn or geographic

and cultural isolation.  In some instances, such as the film groups

in Nundle and Bonalbo, the benefits of the cinema experience

have been taken further, forging a strong link between cinema 

and the health and well-being of the community.

While coordinating regular screenings in the local hall is no mean

feat in itself, some towns have found that the cinema revival has

become a much larger and rewarding undertaking.  Several rural

communities have been united and energised as part of unique

Residents of Hill End
may be over an hour’s

drive on dirt roads from
the nearest commercial

cinema, and the
population of 120 is

certainly not large
enough to support a full-

time cinema in town.

But since The End Film Society kicked

off in October 2002, the local people

(and visiting tourists) have been able 

to enjoy monthly screenings in the 

Royal Hall — including classics such 

as Casablanca and On The Waterfront

as well as kids’ favourites like Harry

Potter — without leaving town. 

by BRENDAN SMITH 

Dim the Lights: 
the NSW regional 



13 April 
The Moscow Virtuosi Orchestra with

Maestro Vladimir Spivakov at the
WOLLONGONG Town Hall. Contact IPAC 
Tel 02 4226 3366 Website www.ipac.org.au

13 April 
Vintage Jazz 2003 at the Rothbury

Estate. Len Barnard’s Jazz band, Lousiana
Shakers, Shuffle Kings. Tel 02 4998 7363 

16 April - 13 May 
Matthew Flinders Exhibition PARKES

Library Tel 02 6861 1501 

17 April 
National Folk Festival 2003, the

largest folk festival in NSW, held at
Exhibition Park, CANBERRA
Tel 02 6249 7755 Website
www.folkfestival.asn.au 

18 April
Our Bush Nurse: Gracious Gem on the

Opalfields Photographs. LIGHTNING  RIDGE
Historical Society Contact Barbara Moritz 
Tel 02 6829 0747 Website
www.wj.com/lrhistory

April

March 2003

projects to refurbish and reopen the original local cinema 

as a multipurpose community theatre.

The Bowraville Arts Council has been working for two years 

on the restoration of the historic Bowraville Theatre on the 

mid-North coast.  The Arts Council has secured in excess of

$480,000 for the project to date from the local Council, State and

Federal governments and community fundraising.  The first stage

of the project — the restored foyer, candy bar and café — was

opened in December 2002, and work continues on the auditorium

and projection booth/bio box, which is expected to be completed 

by August 2003.  The Bowraville project also offers a rare 

practical reconciliation opportunity, integrating the local

Indigenous population as part of the theatre’s restoration 

as a multi-purpose facility for the whole community.

Similar cinema restoration projects are currently at different 

stages of development in Young, Bombala, Grafton and Bingara.

In recognition of the importance of cinema and access to films, 

local Councils in several country towns have themselves taken 

on the task of building and/or managing cinemas, including those

in Gunnedah, Narrabri and Tenterfield.

The continuing development of the regional cinema community 

in NSW faces some challenges, not least of which is accessing

sufficient funding from a variety of sources for infrastructure 

and renovation, the purchase of projection and sound equipment,

and curation of individual projects (such as film festivals 

or specialist programs).

Many smaller film groups and cinemas are based on the affordable

sixteen millimetre model, allowing these film groups to continue

regular screenings on annual budgets of under $1000.  However,

as access to recent release movies on 16mm begins to decline 

(and much of the projection equipment continues to date), 

some groups are looking to other formats and more modern

equipment to sustain their activities.  Digital and electronic

projection equipment is considerably more expensive than 

16mm, and many smaller groups do not have the funds to make

this transition.  The FTO continues to investigate opportunities 

to assist such groups to make this transition. 

Additionally, public liability insurance, which has proven to be 

a significant complication for many arts and cultural organisations,

has impacted upon the activities of several community cinema

projects.  Some were forced to postpone screenings in 2002 until

coverage was secured, while others forged partnerships with local

Councils or other community groups (such as Lions Clubs or

Apex) to enable them to continue their activities.  Insurance

remains a concern for some smaller groups as the State and

Federal governments search for a long-term solution to this issue.

The FTO’s most recent initiative to assist volunteer, community

and independent cinemas is the publication of The Distribution

Guide, the companion handbook to the very successful Regional

Cinema Guide, published in 2000. The Distribution Guide

provides a detailed examination of the way in which film

distribution occurs in Australia and internationally, identifying 

the major commercial and independent distribution companies,

and exploring their functions, responsibilities and approaches 

to circulating film product.  The Guide explains issues such as film

hire terms and conditions, release dates, box office figures, print

numbers and freight costs, and offers advice about working within

the cinema industry, minimising the obstacles sometimes faced 

by smaller regional operators, and achieving the most effective

results from the box office.

The ’60s, ’70s and ’80s saw the closure of many rural and 

regional cinemas as the popularity of home video soared and 

the populations of many smaller regional centres declined.  

As we enter into a new century, cinema is making a welcome

return in NSW as communities reinvent the medium to suit their

circumstances and local needs.  As many are discovering, there 

is much more to cinema than just Saturday night at the movies. 

For information about the FTO’s Regional Cinema Program, 
The Distribution Guide or Regional Cinema Guide, contact 
Brendan Smith Tel 02 9264 6400 freecall 1300 556 386.
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Celebrating

Left to right: ‘Film tonite’ at the Royal Hall,
Hill End; Main street, Hill End; Duncan in the

projection room, Flicks in the Sticks; Opening
night at the newly restored Bowraville

Theatre, December 2002. 

cinema revival


